During a medicinal plant survey in Amba MPCA, Raigarh District of Maharashtra, a rare and endemic species of Crotalaria, Crotalaria prostrata var. levis, (Fabaceae) were rediscovered after type specimens author collected from Amba MPCA in Maharashtra after 94 years.
INTRODUCTION
The genus Crotalaria L. is one of the largest economically important genus belongs to the family Fabaceae. About 702 species were represented and distributed in tropics and subtropics of the world, mostly in Africa and America [1-2-3-4] . In India, it is represented by 93 species, 1 subspecies, 17 varieties and 2 form [5] . There are 44 species and 5 varieties were reported in the state Maharashtra alone [6] [7] . Ansari [5] reported 38 endemic and conservatively prioritized species to India, of which 8 are restricted to Maharashtra. They are C. berteroana var. yasminii (M. R. Almeida and S. M. Almeida) A. A. Ansari, C. filipes var. trichophora (Baker) T. Cooke, C. filipes var. panthaki M. R. Almeida and S. M. Almediea, C. leptostachya Benth., C. ramosissima Roxb., C. leschenaultia DC., C. lutescens Dalzell and C. pulchra Andr.
During the process of identification and authentication of the specimens with the help of published resources , the authors confirmed the species as Crotalaria prostrata var. levis Haines of Fabaceae. Only a small population with 8 individuals were observed within the MPCA.
This endemic species was collected by [8] , from Neterhat of Jharkhand state and it is poorly represented in the Indian Herbaria. During the present field study in the Amba Medicinal Plants Conservation Area (MPCA- fig. 1 ) (Moist deciduous forests and Semi-evergreen), Raigarh district of Maharashtra, the authors recorded this plant species 94 year after the previous reported collections. The specimen was critically examined with the reference of available relevant literature , voucher specimens were deposited in the herbarium (FRLH), the newly collected plants have been identified as Crotalaria prostrata var. levis. (Fig.1) . In India only one type specimen represented and after type specimens, author collected endemic species from Amba MPCA in Maharashtra state. This study is aimed to document the distribution, habitat, plant description, Phenology along with illustration and notes has been provided for easy identification and further reference to this species.
The first collection of this endemic species was made during 1922 from Neterhat of Jharkhand at 3000 feet elevation, on open places by H. H. Haines and which was deposited at KEW (4370 K-Cibachrome). As per Ansari [5] , the present collection was rediscovered after 94 years and new record from Maharashtra, India. In addition, the species distribution was extended from the eastern side to the western side of India. The Indian floras such as [9-10-6-5] have not collected and mention about this species. Until recently, the species has not been collected after the initial Haines collection. Despite the revisions of Indian Crotalaria L. was done by Anasari [5] and floristic studies carried out by various researchers [11-6-7] in the Western Ghats. 
CONCLUSION
This plant species is recollection and addition to Maharashtra from Amba Medicinal Plants Conservation Area (MPCA) of Raigarh district of Maharashtra. This species was earlier reported from Jharkhand and not reported elsewhere form India and also from Indian herbaria. Since it's rare, restricted distribution and found only few individuals from semi-evergreen forests of Amba MPCA. Since, this location is very important for the conservation of this endemic and threatened species.
